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Elves Found Dead at Enamel Pro-
cessing Plant

In the early morning of February fourth, six elves
were found on the floor of the break room at the Air
Enamel Processing Plant. The cause of death was said to
have been the result of a virus the elves had during the
past four weeks. This is latest reporting of deaths from
the virus. Last week a special section of the Gazette fo-
cused on the deaths of 20 elves related to the virus.

During the past year more than 500 elves have
died from complications with the virus. One of the Fairy
Godmothers living near the forest inhabited by the elves
reports that there is no medical treatment available to
the elves. Some of the elves have claimed that the virus
has reached epidemic proportions.

A number of businesses around the city have been
complaining of elf absences from work and reduced
productivity. Fairy Lumber Enterprises has recommend-
ed that elves who miss work be arrested and sentenced
to jail. There is a concern that elves have become lazy
and use the virus as an excuse to miss work and malinger
in the forest.

The mayor of Airy has appointed a committee of
fairies to investigate the virus in order to determine
whether or not it a legitimate reason for calling in sick.
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The City of Airy Allegory

There was a population of elves living in a forest adjacent to
a large city inhabited by fairies. The fairies have historically
discriminated against the elves. The latest controversy is over the
problem of taxation. While the elves live in the forest that is a
separate political division from Airy, the city of the fairies, they must
pay 60% of their income to the fairies in taxes. The elves provide 85
percent of the work force in Airy. Fairies have been pampered for
years by the elves. They own the businesses and hold political power
in the city. This has left the elves in poverty. There is no medical care
available in the forest, and a new virus has stricken many elves and
they are unable to work.

A group of elves have decided they need to petition the
fairies in order to gain social justice. They are asking for medical
clinics in the forest. They want the clinics staffed with wizards who
have expertise in elf care. They also want their tax burden to be
reduced to 20 percent of their income.

The government of Airy is composed of fairy godmothers
and fairy godfathers. There is a unicameral legislative body that
makes all the laws. The legislators (fairy godmothers and godfathers)
are elected from geographic sections of the city called Pads. There are
200 members of the legislature. The elves understand there are about
10 fairy godmothers that are sensitive to their plight. A 60% majority
vote is required for the Airy legislature to pass laws.

Recently the largest newspaper, Under the Pillow Gazette,
reported the death of 20 elves due to the virus. It chronicled their
painful illness and death. Family members talked about their inability
to buy food and other basic provisions. A number of fairies in some
of the Pads in the city are sensitive to the elves because they live near
the forest and have seen their suffering.
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The City of Airy Allegory

t Ethnic Oppression t

1. Who are the groups represented in this
story?

2. What group is the in-group? What group
is the out-group?

3. What are the key issues involved in the
story?
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